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AVIRAT CROP SCIENCE -PALANPUR (GUJARAT)

Package of Practices for Pigeon pea (Tur)

AVIRAT- SOUMYA

Practice
Crop
Climate

Soil

Land
preparation

Sowing time
Seed rate
Spacing

Seed treatment
Varieties

Manures &
fertilizers

Weed
management

Irrigation
Pests
Diseases

Harvesting

Threshing

Recommendation
Tur / Pigeonpea / Red gram (Cajanus cajan)
Warm, semi-arid to sub-humid climate; sensitive to waterlogging and frost
Well-drained loamy to medium-black soil; avoid saline and waterlogged
soils
1 deep ploughing followed by 1-2 harrowings; prepare a fine, weed-free
seedbed
Generally with the onset of monsoon, preferably June—July; exact time
depends on region and variety
About 12-20 kg/ha for medium/long-duration varieties; lower rates may be
used for hybrids/appropriate varieties

Usually 60—120 cm between rows and 20-30 cm between plants,
depending on variety and duration

Treat seed with recommended fungicide/biocontrol agent and inoculate
with suitable Rhizobium culture

Select locally recommended varieties/hybrids according to duration,
rainfall and soil

Apply well-decomposed FYM/compost; fertilizer should be based on soil-
test recommendations. Tur generally requires starter nitrogen and adequate
phosphorus; sulphur and micronutrients where deficient

Keep crop weed-free during the first 6-8 weeks. Use intercultivation/hand
weeding or locally recommended herbicides

Mostly rainfed. Provide irrigation during prolonged dry spells, especially at
flowering and pod filling. Avoid water stagnation

Major pests include pod borer, plume moth and pod fly. Monitor regularly
and use [PM practices

Fusarium wilt, sterility mosaic disease and phytophthora blight can occur.
Use resistant varieties, healthy seed and field sanitation

Harvest when most pods turn brown and dry and seeds become hard. Avoid
excessive delay to reduce shattering/losses

Dry harvested plants properly, then thresh manually or mechanically



Important IPM practices

Use healthy, certified seed.

Prefer resistant/tolerant varieties.

Monitor pod borer using regular field scouting and pheromone traps.

Encourage natural enemies.

Remove severely diseased plants where practical.

Use pesticides only when economic threshold levels are reached and follow the
label recommendation.
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