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Package of Practices for Cumin
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Details

Cumin is a cool and dry season crop. Cool weather during crop
growth and dry weather during maturity are ideal.
Well-drained, fertile loamy to sandy-loam soil is suitable.
Waterlogging should be avoided.

Prepare a fine, level and weed-free seedbed by 2—3 ploughings
followed by harrowing.

In Gujarat and other suitable areas, cumin is generally sown during
November.

About 12—15 kg seed/ha is generally used for line sowing, depending
on variety and method.

Treat seed with a recommended fungicide or suitable bio-control
agent to reduce seed- and soil-borne diseases.

Sow in rows about 20-30 cm apart. Seeds should be sown shallowly
and covered lightly with soil.

Give light irrigation after sowing. Subsequent irrigation should be
given according to soil and weather conditions. Avoid excessive
moisture.

Thin excess seedlings where necessary to maintain proper plant
population and good aeration.

Keep the field free from weeds, particularly during early crop growth.
Hand weeding and inter-cultivation can be practiced.

Apply well-decomposed FYM/compost and fertilizers according to
soil-test results and local recommendations.

Major problems include wilt, blight and powdery mildew. Use healthy
seed and follow integrated disease-management practices.

Harvest when plants turn yellowish-brown and seeds become mature.
Harvest carefully, preferably in the morning, to minimize seed
shattering. Dry the plants and thresh carefully.

Yield varies with variety, season and management. A good crop may
produce about 0.5—0.8 tonnes seed/ha or more.



Important Points

Maintain good drainage.

Avoid excessive irrigation.

Keep the crop weed-free during early growth.
Use healthy, quality seed.

Harvest at proper maturity to minimize seed loss.
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